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February 16, 2012

The Honorable Senator Jack Brandenburg
Chair, Senate Finance Committee '
605 Billie S. Farnum Building

P.0. Box 30036 _

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536

Dear Senator Brandenburg:

This is a letter of support for HB-5178. This bill allows an individual seeking
an exemption from property taxes to submit an affidavit created by the State

Tax Commission instead of submitting federal and state income tax returns not -
otherwise required to be filed. B :

Currently, homeowners seeking an exemption are required to file-and produce
income tax returns even if those returns show no taxable income. These zero
income returns place an unnecessary burden on homeowners and those who are
trying to assist them as well as government agencies involved with processing
unnecessary paperwork. T ' o .

Accounting Aid Society alone has received hundreds of inquiries and calls from
individuals requesting preparation of zero-income returns, We have made '

 efforts to assist these individuals as best we can; however, we are neither

" funded nor equipped to prepare zero income returns. We need to direct our
resources towards serving the thousands of low to middle income taxpayers
who are required to file returns or who receive a benefit such as a tax refund for
doing so. ' ' : S
We urge the Senate Finance Committee to consider HB-5178.as soon as
possible to minimize further burden on citizens, agencies providing assistance, -
and state government. ' : T S

Sincerely, e T

) L/ 1.: : SO
Vst Yt s
Kathleen Hatke Aro R
President '

Accounting Aid Society
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